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PolARTS – Arts Meet Polar Science
Application form A – JOINT Tandem pROPOSAL
Deadline for applications: 31 January 2026, 17:00 (CET). Proposals must be written in English to be considered eligible.

	Reminder about eligibility rules: 

Please make sure to study the criteria and conditions for this call closely. All application documents must be uploaded through the online application form. Applications sent by email will not be accepted and incomplete applications will be considered ineligible. 

Applications must be submitted as a joint proposal from the artist and the scientist. 

A complete application file consists of:

· Online application form (compulsory - contact and general information)
· Application form A – joint tandem proposal (compulsory – use provided word form and upload as PDF)
· CV of the scientist and publications list (compulsory – free format, upload as PDF)
· CV and portfolio of the artist (compulsory – free format, upload as PDF)
· Application form B – Field trip (optional – use provided word form and upload as PDF) 

Submission information:

The deadline for submission is 31 January 2026, 17:00 (CET). No late applications will be accepted.

Should any problem occur in the submission process, contact: grants@swisspolar.ch. Please note that last-minute support cannot be guaranteed.






application Form A
Part I – General Information

	
Title of the proposed project
	please fill out

	Scientific tandem partner
surname, first name, title, institution, research group
	please fill out

	Artistic tandem partner   
surname, first name, title, art practice

	please fill out

	Shared interest of the tandem partners
in a few keywords 
	please fill out

	Timeframe
must be within the given time window (from May 2026 until November 2027)

	please fill out



Part II – Tandem description

1. Summary of the proposed collaboration (max 400 words)*
Statement on the goals, the most important features and the significance of the proposed collaboration. 

2. Description of the proposed collaboration (max 1600 words)*
Please outline the following elements: 1) the expected format of the collaboration (common activities, meeting grounds, planned frequency of meetings, and ways of exchange); 2) the scientific and artistic context in which the tandem will take place; 3) milestones and timeline for the collaboration.
Optional: expected material and immaterial outcomes if foreseeable. 

3. Outline the reasons why the tandem is a good match and lays the fundament for a successful collaboration (max 800 words)*
Joint statement on why the proposed collaborations will be fruitful and why the tandem partners are complementary. Outline the advantages of the collaborative practice and process, reflect on common research questions/fields of interest and elaborate on synergies within the tandem. Mention previous transdisciplinary experiences or initiatives that could be relevant in view of this collaborative tandem. Present the benefits and added value for the tandem partners and their work.

4. What is your respective motivation for the collaboration (max 400 words each)*
Outline the main points motivating you for this collaboration. How do you think such an interdisciplinary collaboration is beneficial to your practice? Outline links with present and/or past works/initiatives.

5. Budget requested*
Outline the distribution of the requested amount. Make sure you do not exceed the proposed maximum amount of CHF 12’500 (respectively 5’500 CHF in support of the operational costs of the tandem, CHF 7’000 compensation for the artist in order to support living expenses). 

	Category
	Details
	Amount requested (CHF)

	Operational costs of the tandem 
(This includes the transport costs of the tandem partners, or the purchase of consumables needed for scientific or artistic work, i.e. scientific experiments, material for creative activities, etc.)
 
	
	Max. 5’500 CHF

	Compensation for the artist to cover living expenses
(Compensation will be paid to the artist for every day dedicated to the activities of the tandem, on a self-defined per diem basis (minimum of 12 half days of work). The artist can claim this support under the condition that she/he is self-employed while working within the framework of the tandem.)

	
	Max. 7’000 CHF



☐ The artist has underage childcare responsibilities and wants to apply for financial support of up to CHF 1,000 per month. Grant recipients are required to submit a detailed budget of all expenses to Pro Helvetia prior to the start of the project. This additional information will be requested only if the project is supported.

1. Comments
Please highlight here any useful additional points.
Part III – Information regarding potential field trip
Please check the according box(es) in case a field trip is envisaged or planned.
 ☐ The artist has the possibility to accompany the tandem scientist or related colleagues in the field.
If the planning of the field trip is already matured, please upload the application form B relating to the field trip together with the application form A. 

☐ A potential field trip is envisaged but not mature yet. The application form B will be submitted at a later stage.
In case you plan to submit your application at a later stage, please briefly answer to the following question if already possible: 1) what kind of field trip would the artist be interested in? 2) when does he plan to undertake the field trip?

Important note: Participation in a health and safety training organised by SPI is a prerequisite for funding for a field trip. Artists should contact SPI early as there are only two such trainings a year.  
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