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Background

1995

Formed in 1995 as a strategic advisory 
body to European Science Foundation. 

Jan. 2015

EPB became an independent legal 
entity hosted by NWO in Den Haag.

Jan. 2025

EPB became a Swedish legal entity, 
hosted by the Arctic Centre, Umeå and 
Lulea University, and the Swedish Polar 
Research Secretariat.

We acknowledge the Sámi people, the Traditional Custodians of Sápmi 
Ubmeje, the unceded lands on which we live and work in Sweden. 
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Mission

Enhance European coordination in Arctic and 
Antarctic research through improved 

information sharing, optimised infrastructure 
use and joint initiatives between Members.
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Members can still see their priorities reflected within the 
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Vission

Unified yet diverse European Polar Research Voice where 
Members can still see their priorities reflected within the 
collective effort. 
Policy-Science interface: Make science relevant to society and 
show to the society the relevance of science
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• Composite and comprehensive diverse membership
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EPB Strengths 

• Composite and comprehensive diverse membership

• Polar vision

• European and International Partners 
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EPB and EU projects

Ended
ARICE
Arctic ECRA
EUROFLEETS 2 
INTERACT*
PA-EUAIC
EU-PolarNET2
SO-SHIC

Participation in EU funded Projects & EU Polar Cluster

Active
Arctic Passion
OCEAN:ICE
POLARIN

EU Polar Cluster
(coordination)

*INTERACT has ended as an EU-funded project but continues as an 
organization 
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EPB and EU activities

> 900 signatures 
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EPB and EU activities

Letter to MEPs, EC, Prime Ministers, other decision 
makers
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EPB and EU activities

Updated response will be published soon
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EPB and EU activities

EPB’s response to the European Research 
Area Act



Begränsad delning

European Polar Coordination Office



Begränsad delning

European Polar Coordination Office

• builds on the results of the two successful EU PolarNet 
projects
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European Polar Coordination Office

• builds on the results of the two successful EU PolarNet 
projects

• aims to support and enhance the coordination across 
the European polar research community at the EU-level

• functions as a central contact point for the European 
polar research community, policymakers & decision-
makers, including the European Commission 
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European Polar Coordination Office

• expertise in marine mammal 
ecology 

• polar research

• experience in project 
management, science-policy 
interface, and science 
communication

Dr. Kylie Owen 
EPCO and EPB officer
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EPB – IPY5 & UN Cryosphere Decade

• EPB Members decide their contributions to IPY & UN Decade 

• Some EPB Members are part of the IPY planning committee as 
national or/and organization representatives

• EPB´s Ex. Secretary is a member of the IPY planning group and 
Task Group 1: Vision and Priorities for IPY 

• EPB has established connections with UNESCO for the UN 
Cryosphere Decade 
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EPB – IPY5 & UN Cryosphere Decade

Potential EPB contributions (as an organization): 

• Promotion of actions and guidance on how countries can 
contribute 

• Communication Bridge 

• Awareness and engagement campaigns – polar focus
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EPB – EPCO – IPY5 & UN Cryosphere Decade

Potential EPB- EPCO contributions: 

• Coordinate, Communicate and Promote the European Polar 
Research Voice 
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EPB – EPCO – IPY5 & UN Cryosphere Decade

Potential EPB- EPCO contributions: 

• Coordinate, Communicate and Promote the European Polar 
Research Voice 

• Co-organize actions with IPY, UN Decade, European bodies, 
EU-funded projects and international partners with a focus on 
the science-policy interface
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EPB – EPCO -  IPY5

Potential EPB- EPCO contributions: 

• Contribute to actions towards research prioritization, facilitate 
actions for enhanced collaborations

• Promote and support the active participation of early careers 
(APECS, EU-funded projects)
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Thank you

For further information
Website, join our mailing list: 
www.europeanpolarboard.org

Contact us: secretariat@europeanpolarboard.org, 
mgrigoratou@europeanpolarboard.org 

http://www.europeanpolarboard.org/
mailto:secretariat@europeanpolarboard.org
mailto:mgrigoratou@europeanpolarboard.org
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europeanpolarboard.org 
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