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Press release, 10 September 2026

Adrift in the central Arctic Ocean: Tara Polar Station
and its crew of twelve are setting out on their
scientific expedition to the North Pole.

Twenty years after the schooner Tara, Tara Polar Station finds itself
deliberately trapped in the ice. The Tara Polaris | expedition (2026—2027) marks
the start of an international research programme planned to run over the next
two decades. It will help us understand the health of our planet's only polar
ocean, and that of our planet itself.

Tara Polar Station begins its drift after following in the wake of the Xue Long 2, a Chinese oceanographic icebreaker, that enabled it to reach its target of 82°24'N
155°03’E ©Sébastien Devrient — Tara Ocean Foundation



Tara Polar Station set sail on 19 July from Lorient, its home port, to reach Norway in August
and welcome the first overwintering crew in Kirkenes. The crossing of Russian waters went
smoothly, thanks to the cooperation of the Northern Sea Route's administration, despite
challenging weather conditions. On 8 September, as part of a France-China collaboration,
the Xue Long 2, an oceanographic icebreaker belonging to the Polar Research Institute of
China, which had been surveying the region for two months, joined the station at a
predetermined meeting point. The Xue long 2 cleared a path for Tara Polar Station and
enabled it to reach its target of 82°24’N 155°03’E on 9 September at 10.00 UTC. Moored to
a vast ice floe, the station has started its drift. The crew will progressively initiate research
and its extensive sampling protocols once the ice around the station has fully stabilized
under the winter cold.

“This is a very important moment for the Tara Ocean Foundation, but also for polar
exploration in general. It has been more than 10 years since we first thought of building this
drifting polar base, designed to study the Arctic across the seasons and over the long term. |
would like to thank our teams and our partners for the success of the project. Today, 80
scientists from 32 institutions across 12 countries are taking part in the Tara Polaris |
expedition. Together, we will be able to tell you about this polar region, but also to assess the
health of the Central Arctic Ocean and advance our understanding and governance of this
region, a true sentinel for global change.” Romain Troublé, Chief Executive of the Tara
Ocean Foundation

The overwintering crew of the Tara Polaris | expedition is ready to spend more than
eight months together. Four sailors, six scientists, a doctor and a media man have signed
up, following physical and psychological fitness tests and various training courses, for the
overwintering, one of the most demanding phases, given the four long months of polar night.
They will be relieved in mid-April by plane as spring arrives.

Martin Hertau, Captain — Tara Ocean Foundation
Maxime Geoffroy, Chief Scientist for the overwintering expedition, polar ichthyologist - Memorial University of Newfoundland, Canada
& the Arctic University of Norway (UiT)

Hugo Sellet, Oceanographic Engineer — Tara Ocean Foundation
Eric Brossier, Field Engineer — Tara Ocean Foundation

Julia Regnery, Atmospheric Engineer — Alfred Wegener Institute
Eric Pelletier, Genomics Researcher — Genoscope/CEA

Nina Schuback, Biological Engineer — Tara Ocean Foundation



David Monmarché, First Mate — Tara Ocean Foundation
Carole Pire, Crew Member and Cook — Tara Ocean Foundation
Luc Airiau, Chief Engineer — Tara Ocean Foundation
Sébastien Devrient, Onboard media man

Minh-Ly Pham-Minh, Doctor — Tara Ocean Foundation

Scientific cooperation, a cornerstone of the Tara Polaris programme (2026—2046).
Launched on France’s initiative as part of its polar strategy and with the support of the
European Union, the Tara Polaris programme (2026-2046) will bear witness to the dramatic
changes taking place in the Arctic Ocean. A true scientific hub, Tara Polar Station will
welcome researchers from all over the world (biologists, physicists, ecologists, glaciologists,
atmospheric scientists, oceanographers, etc.) throughout its expeditions. The first
expedition, Tara Polaris | (2026-2027), brings together more than thirty partner laboratories
and institutions from 12 countries, united within a consortium led by Dr Marcel Babin, a
CNRS polar oceanographer at the Takuvik Laboratory (CNRS/Laval University/Sorbonne),
who serves as its Scientific director.

32 institutions and 38 laboratories involved in Tara Polaris | (2026-2027) :
The French National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS) through the following laboratories:

e Takuvik, the Laboratory of Oceanography and Climate (LOCEAN), the Laboratory of
Atmospheres and Space Observations (LATMOS), the Institute of Environmental
Geosciences (IGE), the Villefranche Oceanography Laboratory (LOV), the Mediterranean
Institute of Oceanography (MIO), the Microbial Oceanography Laboratory (LOMIC), the
Laboratory of Ecogeochemistry of Benthic Environments (LECOB), Toulouse
Environmental Geosciences (GET), the Institute of Physico-Chemical Biology (IBPC), the
Genoscope, the Laboratory of Cellular and Plant Physiology (LPCV), the Institute of
Biology at the Ecole normale supérieure (IBENS), the Centre for Training and Research on
Mediterranean Environments (CEFREM) and the Roscoff Biological Station (SBR).

and Laval University, the University of Maine (UMaine), the Alfred Wegener Institute (AWI), the
Swiss Polar Institute (SPI), Memorial University of Newfoundland (MUN), the University of
Manitoba, the French Atomic Energy and Alternative Energies Commission (CEA), Sorbonne
University, the Arctic University of Norway (UiT), the Paul-Emile-Victor French Polar Institute
(IPEV), the Institute of Marine Sciences (ICM-CSIC), the Free University of Brussels (ULB), Aarhus
University (AU), the Finnish Meteorological Institute (FMI), the European Molecular Biology
Laboratory (EMBL), the Weizmann Institute of Science (WIS), the University of Victoria (UVic),
Friedrich Schiller University Jena (FSU), Ohio State University (OSU), the University of Alaska
Fairbanks (UAF), the University of Washington (UW), the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in
Lausanne (EPFL), the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich (ETH Zurich), the Swiss
Federal Institute of Aquatic Science and Technology (EAWAG), the Swiss Federal Laboratories for
Materials Science and Technology (EMPA), the Ecole Normale Supérieure (ENS), Kyoto University,
the University of Perpignan Via Domitia (UPVD), the University of Bergen (UiB), Paris-Saclay
University and the University of Grenoble Alpes (UGA).

From research to knowledge-sharing through artists, educational resources, communications
from the station, and the Tara Ocean Foundation’s advocacy teams, society as a whole, from
ordinary citizens to policy-makers, will be made aware of the challenges facing the Arctic
and the global changes affecting our planet.
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About

Headquartered in France, the Tara Ocean Foundation is a pioneering nonprofit organization
dedicated to ocean conservation. Based on the deep conviction that the Ocean is essential
to life on Earth, for over 20 years the Tara Ocean Foundation has helmed a transformational
movement to protect ocean life. Exploring the Ocean and sharing scientific discoveries to
inspire collective awareness is at the heart of our mission.

The Foundation conducts scientific expeditions, in partnership with leading international
research laboratories, to study marine biodiversity and understand the impacts of climate
change and pollution. We raise awareness among citizens - from younger generations to
political decision-makers. With United Nations Special Observer status, the Tara Ocean
Foundation is a key stakeholder for international governance, such as the Global Plastics
Treaty and the High Seas Treaty.

Exploring and protecting our living Ocean is more vital than ever. Together, let's
defend life. Let's protect the Ocean. Discover more at https://fondationtaraocean.org/
and on video.


mailto:florence.bardin@agencef.com
mailto:solene.roux@agencef.com
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/17IZo6f9BVruzRS6yp1TNBbbquWJNC-Vu
https://fondationtaraocean.org/en/home/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lo6n03rYna4
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